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How do we present our routes. 
 
Our main activity is to create motorcycle routes, which is why we have developed, 
over 10 years, a very complete information system to offer our clients the maximum 
quantity and quality of information. In this way, we will send you a road book in PDF 
format with your entire trip. In this book, in addition to a series of recommendations 
and advice on different aspects, you will find, for each day of the route, a chapter, of 
about 10 pages, in which we will show you the following information: 
 
1.- Number of day.- Date.- Origin and Destination of the stage. 
 
2.- Brief description of the stage.- Each day of the trip we will give you a brief 
description of the stage so that you know what you are going to do that day.  
 
3.- Stage map.- Below we will show you the stage map and if necessary, we will 
enlarge some areas.  
 
4.- Link to Google Maps of the stage.- Here you will find a link to Google Maps that 
will allow you to open the map on your phone and enlarge it to your liking, or use 
your phone as a navigator. 
 
5.- Time Table.- This is one of the most useful tools because it will allow you to see 
how long it will take between the different intermediate points and the time we 
recommend to visit each of them, and the time at which you should leave each one 
to meet the schedule. Of course you can adjust the visiting times and the schedule 
according to your preferences, but even so, the table will be very useful, as it will 
allow you to have information on riding times. The time table has six columns in 
which the following information is provided: 
 
The first is the point that appears on the map and its symbol if applicable. 
The second is the description of the point, with its decimal coordinates. 
The third is the distance from the previous point. 
The fourth is the time it takes to ride from the previous point. 
The fifth is the time that we recommend dedicating to the visit. It can include lunch. 
The sixth is the time you should be leaving this point to meet the schedule. The 
departure time from the beginning is the one you indicated when you order your 
route. We ALWAYS try to arrive at the arrival time before dark to avoid you from 
riding at night. 
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After the table, in red, you will see if you must program your navigator to avoid tolls 
or even highways.  
 
6.- Description of the route points.- Your route consists of an origin, a destination 
and a set of intermediate points, (normally between 6 and 10). But most of these 
intermediate points do double duty. On the one hand, obviously, draw the route, 
and on the other offer something that may be of interest, such as a monument, a 
viewpoint, a bar or a gas station. In this section we will make a brief description of 
the point so that you know what you are going to find and so you can decide before 
starting the route, what time to allocate to the stop at that point. 
 
Intermediate points are always accompanied by a symbol that describes what it is 
about, for example monuments can be military, such as castles, religious such as 
cathedrals or civil, such as aqueducts or Roman theaters, points of natural interest, 
can be viewpoints or waterfalls, and all of them have their own symbol. In this way, 
with a simple glance at the table you can already know what you are going to see. 
But also each of these symbols has three quality values, gold, silver and bronze, 
which will give you an idea of the importance of that point. In this way you will have 
very complete information on the points that will allow you to adjust your visit times 
according to your interests. 
 
7.- Information about your hotel.- If we have made your reservation or if you asked 
us to include your hotels in the route, the final destination will always be your hotel 
about which we will offer you basic information; Address, telephone and 
description.  
 
8.- Information about the destination.- In this section we include information about 
your destination; History, list of the main monuments, gastronomic tips, etc. 
 
9.- Alternative routes.- In this section we show you shorter alternative routes, with 
their maps and their corresponding links to Google Maps. We also add a quality 
table of the alternatives to help you in your choice. The reason for this table comes 
from the fact that a shorter route is also a worse route because it eliminates part of 
the trip. The idea of the table is to show you what percentage of quality you lose 
with each alternative, and also to show you how much time you save. From this data 
a ratio is obtained, (Quality / Time), which is the element that you should take into 
account when determining the optimal alternative for you. 
 
But the best thing is to see all this with a real example, so in the next 12 pages you 
will see a chapter obtained from a road book of one of our clients, so that you can 
see how they really are. 
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Day 3.- Tuesday June 8th.- Ávila – Ciudad Rodrigo 
 
Today's stage will be quite intense, but also excellent. You will be traveling through a 
fantastic area, with magnificent roads, full of curves, with very little traffic and with 
beautiful landscapes. However, if the route seems too long, you will find several 
shorter routes in the alternative routes section. 

 
Google Maps link: https://goo.gl/maps/ArGf4HFxzgTuJmN28  

Point Name & Coordinates Km Rid. Visit. Time 

A Hotel Palacio de los Velada    9:00 

 B 
Parador de Gredos 

40.354969, -5.113396 
60 0:51 0:19 10:10 

 C 
Estación Servicio Gredos 

40.359891, -5.133711 
2 0:02 0:08 10:20 

 D 
Castillo de Valdeconeja 
40.358501, -5.524349 

41 0:39 0:31 11:30 

 E 
Valle del Jerte, Vista Cerezos 

40.216896, -5.747741 
30 0:34 0:16 12:20 

 F 
Museo de la Moto de Hervás 

40.277942, -5.856657 
36 1:00 1:20 14:40 

G 
Presa Embalse Gabriel y Galán 

40.221261, -6.132841 
27 0:25 0:00 15:05 

H 
Mirador de las Estrellas 
40.443745, -6.289909 

51 0:58 0:00 16:03 

  I 
Mirador de las Carrascas 

40.447962, -6.268104 
8 0:10 0:17 16:30 

 J 
Mirador del Portillo 

40.472418, -6.119669 
36 0:56 0:14 17:40 

 K 
Parador de Ciudad Rodrigo 

40.596175, -6.535635 
49 0:46  18:26 

 TOTAL 340 6:21 3:15 9:26 

Program AVOID TOLLS 
Puntos en el viaje  

https://goo.gl/maps/ArGf4HFxzgTuJmN28
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B.- Parador de Gredos.- This parador can be a perfect place to have a coffee, 
because it is in a beautiful place.  

 
 
C.- Estación Servicio Gredos 
 
D.- Valdeconeja Castle.- Built on an old Veton fort that was destroyed by the 
Romans. It was built in the 12th century and rebuilt in the 14th century. Its 

plan is square and its surface can be calculated at 1700 m², without taking into 
account the disappeared rooms such as the pit and buttress, the portcullis, the 
dovecote, the stables ... 
 
The main door has a Gothic arch with large voussoirs. To the right of the door, the 
square tower of homage stands defending said door, from which you can access the 
battlements and towers. From them the entire valley and the surrounding 
mountains can be seen. 
 
Inside the castle, initially there was a parade ground with a fountain in the center 
where it was practiced and a gallery of arcades and Romanesque columns adorned 
with a beautiful Gothic cresting, part of which was preserved in a house in the Plaza 
Mayor. As this castle was in its 
first purely military period, 
when inhabited by the lords 
of Valdecorneja, counts and 
dukes of Alba de Tormes, it 
was narrow and 
uncomfortable. At the end of 
the 15th century, the parade 
ground was transformed into 
a courtyard of honor. 
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E.- Valle del 
Jerte, Cherry 

Trees View.- This 
small road is the 
best place to see the 
cherry trees of the 
Jerte Valley. There 
are about a million 
and a half cherry 
trees in this valley, 
so when they are in 
bloom they present 
a truly impressive 
sight. But the 
flowering is in March, so the rest of the year the view is not so spectacular, although 
it is not bad. If you do not want to reach the end point, do not delete the point, 
simply when you are in the town of Jerte, on the N-110 road, schedule the next 
point of the trip.  
 

F.- Hervás Motorcycle 
Museum.- In this small town 

there is a museum of motorcycles and 
classic cars from between 1920 and 1970. 
It is a personal project of one man. Juan 
Gil Moreno, who throughout his life 
gathered a good collection and built this 
museum in his town, which also has quite 
curious architecture. 
 

 
 
In addition, the museum has a bar, where you can have a drink or eat something 
light. 
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G.- Gabriel y Galán Reservoir Dam.- It is only a point to trace the route. You 
cannot stop at the dam, and the areas where you can, which are on the sides, 

do not provide a good view, so it is not worth stopping, unless you want to drink 
something at the bar that is in the west side of the dam.  
 
H.- Mirador de las Estrellas.- A surprising case is this viewpoint. Someone has 
bothered to build a viewpoint, but has not taken into account that there will be 
parking, so it has hardly given space for a motorcycle. It is not worth the risk of 
stopping badly on the side of the road to go to the Mirador, so we consider it only a 
waypoint. 
 

I.- Mirador de las Carrascas.- This 
viewpoint has a parking lot about 100 

meters away and the view is worth taking a 
walk.  
 

J.- Mirador del Portillo.- This viewpoint 
has a large parking area and an excellent 

view.  

 
 

K.- Parador de Ciudad Rodrigo.-  Your hotel in Ciudad Rodrigo is the castle, so 
it will not be difficult to find. Anyway, the address is Plaza del Castillo 1. The 

telephone number is 
(+34) 923.460.150. The 
hotel, the former castle 
of Enrique II de 
Trastamara, overlooks 
the city from a height like 
an eagle's nest. The 
elegant keep stands 
above the plain of the 
Águeda River and offers 
wonderful views of the 
countryside of the 
Campo Charro region.  
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History of Ciudad Rodrigo 
 
Ciudad Rodrigo was an area of human settlement, at least since the Bronze Age, as 
evidenced by an idol kept in the National Archaeological Museum of Madrid. 
However, in the surroundings of the city some Lower Paleolithic stone tools have 
been found (bifaces, cleavers, carved edges) and just over 12 km is the Siega Verde 
rock station, with numerous Upper Paleolithic engravings, which represent to 
bovids, cervids and caprids, among other animals, and which is declared a World 
Heritage Site. 
 
In the municipal term there are also remains of the megalithic culture (dolmens of 
Pedrotoro, Rabida and El Valle) and an important set of schematic cave paintings. 
 
Towards the VI century a. The vetones, people of possible Celtic or pre-Celtic origin, 
dominate the area. Pottery of indigenous tradition has been found in levels from 
Roman times in the heart of the city. As the rest of the pre-Roman culture, the stone 
boar that exists outside the parador remains. There are few remains from Roman 
times, the best known being those of three columns of a temple; these columns 
were adopted since the Middle Ages as the heraldic emblem of the city. From 
Roman times there are also some inscriptions, of which the best known is, surely, 
the term Augustan, which separates the boundaries between Miróbriga and 
Bletisama (Ledesma). A similar term is found in Ledesma, establishing the limits 
between Bletisama, Miróbriga and Salmantica (Salamanca). The Roman city of 
Miróbriga has proven its status as civitas by its mention of these august termini. 
Based on these inscriptions, it has been assumed that the current town of Ciudad 
Rodrigo corresponds to Miróbriga, although other authors have located this Roman 
city in the current town of Guadramiro. Be that as it may, some historians 
understand that the origin of the Roman city must be sought in one of the forts near 
the current Ciudad Rodrigo. There are few testimonies of the existence of the city 
during the Swabian, Visigothic and Al-Andalus era. 
 
It is probable that the area was integrated into the Christian kingdoms during the 
reign of Alfonso VI of León, at the end of the 11th century. According to local 
historiography, its first reconstruction and repopulation would come around the 
year 1100 by the hand of Count Rodrigo González Girón, from whom it is said that it 
receives its current name, Ciudad Rodrigo. The toponym also extends to other 
places such as Aldearrodrigo or Castelo Rodrigo. In a document from the Cathedral 
of Salamanca, dated 1136, it is stated that the people of Salamanca bought the 
village of "Civitatem de Roderic"; This is the oldest testimony of the name of the city 
that we know, since that of the Roman period has been lost, no matter how much 
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the historiography from the 16th century wants to link it with Miróbriga, as a result 
of the reading of the Augustan terms. 
 
From 1161, Fernando II of León carried out the repopulation of the city and it began 
to surround itself with a wall. The wall has more than 2 km of perimeter and seven 
gates; It is probable that during his reign the construction of the cathedral began, 
although most of it is the work of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. This 
building, considered the most important in the city, mixes different artistic styles 
ranging from Romanesque to Neoclassicism. 
 
The Chronicle of the population of Ávila expressly informs us of the participation of 
numerous troops from Avila in the repopulation of Ciudad Rodrigo. People of arms, 
the so-called "serranos", accustomed to life on the frontier. 
 
Ferdinand II was precisely the one who raised the city to the category of episcopal 
see, in an attempt to consolidate a stronghold to the south of the Leonese kingdom, 
against the Portuguese to the west and the Almohads to the south. Juan José 
Sánchez-Oro Rosa has dealt with this stage, the birth and consolidation of the new 
bishopric in his book Origins of the Church in the Diocese of Ciudad Rodrigo. 
 
In the fourteenth century, King Enrique II Trastamara ordered the construction of a 
fortress, which is currently the National Parador. 
 
The proximity to Portugal is what has largely guided the history of the city. It was 
the scene of the entry of troops into the neighboring kingdom in 1384, which ended 
with the disaster of the Battle of Aljubarrota the following year. Ciudad Rodrigo was, 
together with Tuy and Badajoz, one of the three most important squares of the 
Crown of Castilla y León in front of the neighboring country. Spanish border square, 
however, there were moments when the city was raised by the Portuguese solution, 
as happened in the period after the death of Pedro I in the castle of Montiel. It was 
precisely Portuguese knights who defended the city from the harsh siege to which 
Henry II of Trastamara subjected it. Ciudad Rodrigo had certain fancies in opting for 
Isabel or Juana la Beltraneja and Alfonso V of Portugal, although he finally embraced 
Isabel's cause. 
 
During the 15th and 16th centuries, the city experienced a boom period, being the 
residence of the nobility. At that time most of the monuments, palaces, temples and 
manor houses that are preserved today were built. 
 
In the last years of the 15th century and the beginning of the 16th, the city is 
involved in the struggle of noble sides, to which the ecclesiastical establishment is 
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not alien. Critical moments were also lived at the time of the War of the 
Communities of Castile, with the city divided between the supporters of Carlos I (the 
Águila, mainly) and the supporters of the Community (Pachecos and Chaves, among 
others). 
 
Next to Portugal, it had an important Jewish community and later it conversed. 
Thousands of Jews on their way to exile passed to the neighboring kingdom on this 
side of the Raya, although some returned to receive baptism. But, especially in the 
middle of the 16th century, an important Jewish-convert community began to 
establish itself in the city. Against her the court of the Inquisition of Llerena began to 
act from the end of this century and, above all, intensely towards 1620 ,. 
 
During the seventeenth century and the first years of the eighteenth, Ciudad 
Rodrigo entered a period of decline, aggravated by being the scene of various wars, 
such as the Portuguese War of Restoration or the War of Succession, in which the 
allies laid siege to the square. . 
 
Its position as a fortified square between Portugal and Salamanca made it play a 
unique role in the War of Independence. This is the most critical time in the history 
of the city and its urban fabric, as it suffered significant damage that is still observed 
in the city during the two sites (the French siege of 1810 and the allied one of 1812). 
During the French siege of 1810, the French Marshal Michel Ney took the Plaza de 
Ciudad Rodrigo on July 9 after a 24-day siege. The Spanish troops of Marshal Andrés 
Pérez de Herrasti made a valiant defense, surrendering only when the French 
breached the walls. The siege delayed the third invasion of Portugal by French 
Marshal André Masséna for a month. 
 
A year and a half later, with the French army in retreat, British General Wellington 
began on January 9 the so-called Siege of Ciudad Rodrigo in 1812. Finally, he would 
take the city from the French on the night of January 19 after opening two breaches 
on the walls. During the siege the British generals Henry Mackinnon and Robert 
Craufurd died. After the capture of the square, Wellington led his army to Badajoz. 
 
In reward for the liberation of the city, Wellington was given the title of Duke of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 
 
With the creation of the current provinces in 1833, Ciudad Rodrigo was integrated 
into the province of Salamanca, within the Leonese Region, being one of the heads 
of the judicial district. 
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Monuments of Ciudad Rodrigo 
The Cathedral of Santa 
María de Ciudad Rodrigo 
is the main monument of 
Ciudad Rodrigo along with 
the Castle that is your 
hotel. It was built between 
the 12th and 14th 
centuries, initially 
promoted by King 
Fernando II of León and 
continued by his 
successors on the throne. 
It belongs to the so-called 
"Salamanca group", 

together with the Old Cathedral of Salamanca, the Cathedral of Zamora and the 
Collegiate Church of Toro (Zamora), it is of Romanesque style in transition to Gothic.  
 
The Castle of Enrique II de Trastamara. Built by King Henry II in 1372, with 
subsequent modifications (tower, 1466-1472, and internal barrier, Antonio del 
Águila, 1507). At present it is a National Parador. 
 
The Walls began to be built by Fernando II of León in the 12th century and have 
more than two kilometers in perimeter. They constitute the inner wall, made of lime 
and stone. In the 18th century, the outer bastions in the shape of saw teeth were 
built in sandstone. Today it has five gates, that of the Sun, that of the Count, that of 
Amayuelas, that of Santiago and Sancti Spiritus, having lost the old false door "of the 
King" in front of the Tower of the Cathedral. The door that is cast below is missing.  
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Other elements of interest can be: 
 
Palace of the Marquise de Cartago, in neo-Gothic style, built at the end of the 19th 
century and renovated in 1953. 
House of the First Marquis of Cerralbo, located in the Plaza Mayor. It dates from 
the first half of the 16th century. 
Cerralbo Chapel, Herreriano style, by Juan Ribero de Rada, 16th and 17th centuries. 
Raised "to shade the cathedral" as a funeral pantheon of the Pacheco family, thanks 
to the intercession of Cardinal Francisco Pacheco of Toledo, after the refusal of the 
Cabildo de la Seo civitatense to tear down part of the main chapel to make an 
ambulatory for burial of said family. 
Town Hall, from the 16th century and in the Renaissance style. In 1903 the wing on 
the right was added. 

CIUDAD RODRIGO MAP 

 
 
Gastronomy in Ciudad Rodrigo 
 
For dinner I recommend the Parador, since, in 
addition to being a beautiful place, the quality 
of the cuisine in the Paradors is quite correct. 
The dishes most recommended by the parador 
itself are; Free-range Eggs covered with Iberian 
Ham and its potatoes, the Morucha Veal 
Burger stuffed with Arribes Cheese and the 
Farinato with Yolk roasted at low temperature 
with meneás potatoes.  
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ALTERNATIVE ROUTES 
 
As this stage is especially long, 6:21 am, we are going to present you several shorter 
alternatives: 
 

 
Alternative 1.- https://goo.gl/maps/sLrdRmwFRA4CC5Rq7 

 
Alternative 2.- https://goo.gl/maps/ArFqjv5u1mBTGbxq5 

 
Alternative 3.- https://goo.gl/maps/xZ1CYRANsNiqnQfh9  

 
Alternative 4.- https://goo.gl/maps/N9jxxWDf9mNVcuh7A 

https://goo.gl/maps/sLrdRmwFRA4CC5Rq7
https://goo.gl/maps/ArFqjv5u1mBTGbxq5
https://goo.gl/maps/xZ1CYRANsNiqnQfh9
https://goo.gl/maps/N9jxxWDf9mNVcuh7A
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Alternative 5.- https://goo.gl/maps/2f8CTvhjc2V3AEDj8 

 
Alternative 6.- https://goo.gl/maps/oMQ2LNAuwanAXXFD6 

 
Alternative 7.- https://goo.gl/maps/Zbj7VKpB2JzxvnpSA   ( 50% Highway). 

 
Alternative 8.- https://goo.gl/maps/FB5PNw3tyixyTanSA 

 
Alternative 9.- https://goo.gl/maps/kwo4f5PCYbXwL5C48    (100% Highway). 

https://goo.gl/maps/2f8CTvhjc2V3AEDj8
https://goo.gl/maps/oMQ2LNAuwanAXXFD6
https://goo.gl/maps/Zbj7VKpB2JzxvnpSA
https://goo.gl/maps/FB5PNw3tyixyTanSA
https://goo.gl/maps/kwo4f5PCYbXwL5C48
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In addition to the waypoints used in the entire route, to use some of the alternatives 
you will have to use these waypoints: 
 

The swimming pool 
40.490745, -6.111887 

 
Plaza Mayor of Salamanca 

40.964951, -5.663204 
 
Here is the quality table of the alternatives: 
 

Route Distance Riding Quality Time Quality/Time Ratio 

Full 340 6:21 100% 100% 1.00 

Alt. 1 355 6:07 90% 96% 0.93 

Alt. 2 329 5:34 80% 88% 0.91 

Alt. 3 295 5:08 75% 81% 0.93 

Alt. 4 284 4:59 60% 78% 0.76 

Alt. 5 267 4:46 60% 75% 0.80 

Alt. 6 246 4:17 40% 67% 0.59 

Alt. 7 286 3:44 30% 59% 0.51 

Alt. 8 227 3:35 40% 56% 0.71 

Alt. 9 196 2:10 10% 34% 0.29 

 
As you will see, in today's case, as the riding time is reduced, the quality decreases 
at a faster rate, so the ratio is always less than unity, unlike what we saw on the day 
of yesterday where the optimal option was alternative 2 with a ratio of 1.07. 
 
But the descent is not linear, so, in my opinion, if you want to shorten the trip, the 
optimal alternative is 3, which has a ratio of 0.93 but with a time saving of more 
than an hour. 
 
If from here you want to reduce the trip even more, the quality will go down much 
more quickly, so I would only recommend it if it is raining. 


